
bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ

Protecting Lives, Protecting Property, Protecting the Future

Upper Loup NRD



History of the NRD System
bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ мфнлΩǎ-мфолΩǎ

ÅWith the market crash in 
1929 and the subsequent 
5ǳǎǘ .ƻǿƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ олΩǎ 
the federal government was 
forced to assist farmers by 
passing the Soil Conservation 
Act in 1937.

ÅThe U.S. Soil Conservation 
Service was also established 
that same year. 

Dorothea Langeôs ñMigrant Motherò (1936)



History of the NRD System
bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ мфплΩǎ-мфрлΩǎ

ÅSoil & Water 
Conservation Districts 
were formed across the 
state of Nebraska, 
county by county.  

ÅA 154 special purpose 
districts were dealing 
with things like irrigation, 
conservation, drainage, 
reclamation, sanitation 
and mosquito control.

The devastating Missouri River flood of 

1943.  Pictured here, the flood has 

enveloped a refinery and farmland near 

Omaha.



History of the NRD System
bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ мфслΩǎ-мфтлΩǎ

ÅLarge water projects 
were being done

ÅA remarkable increase 
in groundwater wells 
were being drilled and 
pumped



History of the NRD System
bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ мфслΩǎ-мфтлΩǎ

ÅWith the complexity of society increasing and 
many of the projects (primarily water) beginning 
to spread beyond established county lines ς
proper sponsorship of the various projects was 
becoming virtually impossible

ÅChanges to the current system needed to be 
made  - thus the NRD concept was brought 
about to solve flood control issues, soil erosion, 
irrigation runoff, and groundwater depletion



Birth of the NRD

In April 1969, four 
senators (Maurice 
Kremer, C.F. Moulton, 
George Syas, and Herb 
Nore) introduced L.B. 
1357 in order to 
consolidate 154 
special-purpose 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ bw5Ωǎ ƻǊ 
Natural Resource 
Districts

Sen. Maurice Kremer



History of the NRD System
ÅAfter passage of LB 1357, the senators spent 3 

years working with the existing conservation 
districts and other interested parties to hammer 
out the details of the new system

ÅwŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
respect artificial political boundaries such as 
county lines, they decided to                                                   
take an innovative approach                                                
and would base the districts                                                                
on the major river basin                                            
boundaries



History of the NRD System
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NRD System - Today

Å23 NRDs exists across the state formed along 
the major river basins 

ÅAre governed locally by elected boards of 
directors

ÅNatural resources district typically uses 1 to 2 
percent of all property taxes therefore making 
them the most efficient and economical 
methods for achieving conservation, protection, 
development, and management of our natural 
resources



NRD System - Today

wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bw5Ωǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ
ïerosion prevention and control 
ïprevention of damages from flood water and sediment 
ïflood prevention and control 
ïsoil conservation 
ïwater supply for any beneficial uses 
ïdevelopment, management, utilization, and conservation of 

groundwater and surface water 
ïpollution control 
ïsolid waste disposal and drainage 
ïdrainage improvement and channel rectification 
ïdevelopment and management of fish and wildlife habitat 
ïdevelopment and management of recreational and park 

facilities 
ïforestry and range management



The Upper Loup NRD

Upper Loup NRD is part of the Loup River Basin 

ÅIncludes all of Grant, Hooker, Thomas, Blaine, 
and Logan Counties and parts of McPherson, 
Brown, and Cherry Counties.  

ÅDistance from east to west is 120 miles, and 
from north to south is 78 miles and comprises 
6,690 square miles

ÅEncompasses 4,275,000 acres. 4,182,025 is 
grassland; 54,000 is irrigated cropland; 38,975 is 
lakes and rivers



The Upper Loup NRD


