Upper Loup NRD

Protecting Lives, Protecting Property, Protecting the Future



History of the NRD System
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A With the market crash in
1929 and the subsequent
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the federal government was
forced to assist farmers by
passing the Soil Conservatio
Act in 1937.

A The U.S. Soil Conservation
Service was also established [*
that same year. "
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History of the NRD System
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A Soil & Water e .
Conservation Districts | ™ S
were formed across the |« -

state of Nebraska,
county by county.

A A 154 special purpose
districts were dealing |
with things like irrigation
COﬂSGFV&tiOn, drainage, The devastating Missouri River flood of
reclamation, sanitation 1943. Pictured here, the flood has

- enveloped a refinery and farmland near
and mosquito control. .-~
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History of the NRD System
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A Large water projects
were being done

A A remarkable increase
In groundwater wells
were being drilled and
pumped




History of the NRD System
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A With the complexity of society increasing and
many of the projects (primarily water) beginning
to spread beyond established county lines
proper sponsorship of the various projects was
becoming virtually impossible

A Changes to the current system needed to be
made - thus the NRD concept was brought
about to solve flood control issues, soil erosion
Irrigation runoff, and groundwater depletion



Birth of the NRD

In April 1969, four
senators (Maurice
Kremer, C.F. Moulton,
George Syas, anc Herb .
Nore) introduced L.B. |
1357 in order to
consolidate 154
Speciatpurpose |

RAAUNROUA A
Natural Resource
Districts

Sen. Maurice Kremer



History of the NRD System

A After passage of LB 1357, the senators spent Z
years working with the existing conservation
districts and other interested parties to hammel
out the detalls of the new system
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respect artificial political boundaries such as
county lines, they decided T s,
take an innovative approact |
and would base the districtg
on the major river basin A}
boundaries




History of the NRD System
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NRD SystemToday

A 23 NRDs exists across the state formed along
the major river basins

A Are governed locally by elected boards of
directors

A Natural resources district typically uses 1 to 2
percent of all property taxes therefore making
them the most efficient and economical
methods for achieving conservation, protection
development, and management of our natural
resources



NRD SystemToday
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erosion prevention and control

" prevention of damages from flood water and sediment

|
|
| flood prevention and control
.

|
|

soll conservation

- water supply for any beneficial uses
"~ development, management, utilization, and conservation of

groundwater and surface water

pollution control

solid waste disposal and drainage

drainage improvement and channel rectification
development and management of fish and wildlife habitat
development and management of recreational and park
facilities

forestry and range management



The Upper Loup NRD

Upper Loup NRD is part of the Loup River Basin

A Includes all of Grant, Hooker, Thomas, Blaine,
and Logan Counties and parts of McPherson,
Brown, and Cherry Counties.

A Distance from east to west is 120 miles, and
from north to south is 78 miles and comprises
6,690 square miles

A Encompasses 4,275,000 acres. 4,182,025 is
grassland; 54,000 is irrigated cropland; 38,975
lakes and rivers



The Upper Loup NRD



